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marts and ports of Spain itself. He
it will be remembered, obtained from Queen Eliza-
beth a charter to establish a colony of his own in
America, and had made over a fraction of his rights
to Sir George Peckham. His share in the work of a
committee of the House of Commons on Raleigh's
new colony in Virginia has also been mentioned.

The session of the House of Commons in which
the business was considered sat from the 23d of No-
vember till the 2 ist of December, 1584, and, after
six weeks' Christmas holidays, from the 4th of Feb-
ruary to the 2Qth of March, 1585. In it, as in the
previous Parliament, which had its last session in
1581, Sir Philip Sidney sat as a member for his native
county of Kent. Its occupations were, with a few
exceptions, unimportant. In December, besides his
service on the Virginian bill, Sidney was placed on a
committee that considered a measure for the preser-
vation of timber in Sussex. In February and March
he was on committees concerned with the mainte-
nance of Rochester Bridge, the preservation of woods
in Kent, and the privileges of curriers.

The weightiest performance of the session was its
legislation against Jesuits. On the i8th of February
Sidney was deputed, with Fulke Greville and others,
to confer with the Lords respecting a severe project
approved by the Cohimons, but objected to by the
Upper House on the score of its excessive Puritan-
ism. The compromise arrived at was sufficiently
tyrannical, and only to be excused by the fact that
many treacherous schemes were now working*1n the
minds of rebellious Catholics and showing themselves